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BRITISH   INDIA. 


MADRAS. 

By  Consul  Lucien  Memminger. 

The  aggregate  value  of  the  foreign  sea-borne  trade  of  the  Madras 
Presidency  (inchiding  Government  transactions  and  reexports,  but 
not  inchiding  treasure)  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  March  31,  1918, 
was  $112,688,810,  as  compared  with  $134,743,821  in  1916-17. 

Imports  of  private  merchandise  decreased  from  $41,708,768  in 
1916-17  to  $39,588,103  in  1917-18.  The  purchase  of  Government 
stores  from  overseas  (not  reckoned  in  the  foregoing)  was  $3,150,869 
and  $3,842,253  in  the  respective  3"ears.  Exports  of  private  merchan- 
dise in  1917-18  (including  reexports)  were  valued  at  $54,158,081,  as 
compared  with  $84,068,704  in  the  previous  year;  but  a  large  part  of 
the  export  trade  in  tanned  hides  is  now  on  Government  account,  the 
value  being  $13,537,170  in  1917-18.  Government  exports  of  tea  were 
valued  at  $369,125. 
Trade  by  Countries. 

The  distribution  of  the  trade  in  merchandise  by  countries  for  the 
fiscal  years  1916-17  and  1917-18  is  shown  in  the  following  table 
(complete  official  figures  for  1917-18  are  not  yet  available)  : 


Countrico 


Imports  rrom. 


I91G-17 


Exports  to. 


1916-17 


British  Empire 

United  ICingdom 

Australia 

Canada 

Ceylon 

Straits  Settlements 

Foreign  countries 

China  (excluding  Hongkong  and  Macao) 

France 

Italy 

Japan 

Java 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United  States 

Philippine  Islands 


S33 

27 


340,066 

800,358 
371,801 

12,977 
423,112 
620,124 
368,815 
173,896 
317,r,24 

78,188 
871,752 
09.1,936 
100,250 
139, 831 
9, 733 
246, 569 

76,242 
492,582 
511,632 


532,622,070 

23,095,837 

598,591 

1,373 

4,047,252 

4,795,397 

6,966,033 

359,847 

704, 181 

27,358 

1,578,628 

568,016 

41,356 

113,208 

12,313 

343,993 

21.209 

2,716,283 

105 


S60,620,044 

32,602,955 

611,557 

928, 204 

19,580,525 

4,628,690 

23,448,680 

450, 962 

7,652,409 

2,110,114 

6,067,228 

34,390 

29,523 

100.250 

G0,S42 


?43, 3,83, 696 

14, 6%,  628 

1,597,824 

385,084 

19,589,333 

6,087,205 

10,774,385 

207,972 

1,179,3(3 

529, 980 

5, 182, 290 

390,627 


102, 142 


95,059 
6, 183, 291 


64, 500 
2,586,929 


Principal  Articles  Imported. 

Statistics  of  foreign  imports  by  articles  for  all  ports  of  the  Madras 
Presidency  are  not  available,  but  by  far  the  largest  percentage  of 
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goods  is  received  at  the  port  of  Madras.  Some  idea  of  the  relative 
importance  of  the  various  branches  of  trade  handled  at  this  port 
during  1917-18  may  be  gained  from  the  following  abstract,  taken 
from  the  customs  returns,  of  the  values  of  the  chief  items  of  imports 
of  foreign  goods,  exclusive  of  Government  stores: 


Articles. 


Cotton  manufactures 

Cotton  twist  and  yarn 

Iron  and  steel 

Articles  of  food  and  drink. 

Kaihvay  materials 

Wearing  apparel 

Oils. 


("hcaiicals,  drugs,  dyeing  and  tanning 

materials,  etc 

Hardware  and  cutlery 


1917-18 


$9,888,177 

4,318,76.') 

1,531,452 

5,112,817 

2S;},  087 

558,959 

946,309 

1,194,029 
565, 228 


Articles. 


Machinery 

Glass,  glassware,  and  earthenware 

Motorcars  and  cycles, carriages,  etc... 

Paper 

Instruments,  electrical,  scientific,  etc. . 
Arms,  ammunition,  and  military  stores 
All  other  articles 


Total. 


1917-18 


$736,505 
167, 225 
365,318 
906, 268 
299, 250 
296,348 

4, 704, 828 


31, 874, 565 


The  imports  into  Madras  of  Indian  goods  from  other  ports  in 
India  in  1917-18,  which  therefore  may  be  classified  generally  as  coast- 
wise trade,  were  rice,  $1,262,428;  mineral  oils,  $2.GG3,909;  timber, 
$917,841;  coal,  13,528  tons,  valued  at  $35,107;  hides  and  skins,  $839,- 
699;  candles,  $114,951;  a  total,  including  all  other  items,  of  $6,590,- 
310.  Practically  all  of  the  rice,  mineral  oils,  timber,  and  candles  came 
from  Burma,  and  the  coal  from  Bengal. 

Review  of  Trade. 

The  administration  report  of  the  Madras  port  trust  reviewing  the 
trade  states: 

Owing  chiefly  to  war  conditions,  tlie  character  of  the  traffic  which  passed 
through  the  port  in  1917-18  differed  considerably  from  tlie  normal.  Under  the 
liead  of  wliat  may  be  called  munitions,  some  22,000  tons  of  ore.  that  is,  of 
niagnesite,  chrome,  and  manganese,  were  exported,  or  nearly  6,000  tons  in  excess 
of  the  previous  year's  exports.  Hides  for  army  purposes,  on  the  other  hand, 
show  a  decrease  of  between  4,000  and  5,000  tons,  the  total  tonnage  shipped  being 
only  about  16,000.  About  3,000  tons  of  railway  material  also  were  shipped. 
The  number  of  horses  imported  from  Australia  was  nearly  double  that  of  the 
previous  year,  or  4,500,  against  2,700. 

As  regards  ordinary  imports,  80.000  tons  of  sugar,  or  more  than  double  last 
year's  quantity,  were  imported  from  Java.  .Tapan  has  been  supplying  fairly 
large  consignments  of  articles  which  have  ceased  to  arrive  from  Europe.  Burma 
sent  a  large  amount  of  rice,  about  49,000  tons,  which  is  9,000  tons  in  excess  of 
last  year's  shipment.  Burma  teak,  on  the  other  hand,  has  fallen  off  in  tonnage 
considerably,  only  23,000  tons  being  imported,  which  is  5,000  tons  less  than  in 
the  year  1910-17.  A  fairly  large  tonnage,  more  than  5,000  tons,  of  raw  hides 
came  from  Burma,  or  nearly  three  times  that  of  last  year.  As  might  have  been 
expected,  owing  to  the  conditions  of  shipping,  there  was  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion in  imports  of  railway  materials,  hardware,  machinery,  piece  goods,  paper, 
provisions,  soap,  yarn,  and  Government  stores. 

The  imports  of  iron  and  steel  continue  to  fall  off,  only  about  4.000  tons  having 
been  imported  during  the  year,  against  60,000  tons  imported  in  the  year  before 
the  war  broke  out.  Tin-plate  imports  were  about  4,000  tons,  almost  exactly 
the  average  of  several  previous  years.  About  90,0(X)  tons  of  kerosene  oil  were 
imported,  or  nearly  20  per  cent  more  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  imports 
of  fuel  oil,  18,000  tons,  were  well  above  the  14,000-ton  average  of  the  four  previ- 
ous years. 

Exports  by  Articles. 

The  total  tonnage  passing  through  the  port  during  1917-18 
amounted  to  631,000  tons.  Imports  showed  a  decro:  sc  of  23,000  tons 
and  exports  an  increase  of  55,000  tons.    During  the  year  354  vessels 
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(including  210  from  foreign  ports,  63  from  coast  ports,  and  81  coun- 
try sailing  craft),  with  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  738,371,  called  at 
the  port,  against  399  vessels,  of  961,708  tons,  in  1916-17.  Because  of 
the  lack  of  steamers  many  small  country  brigs  and  barks  of  100  to 
400  tons  arrived  during  the  year,  bringing  teak  to  Madras  from 
Rangoon  and  carrying  away  oil,  grain,  nuts,  seeds,  etc.,  for  coast 
ports.  As  regards  ordinary  exports,  over  100,000  tons  of  peanuts 
left  the  port,  more  than  one-third  of  it  going  to  Penang  and  Singa- 
pore. About  10,000  tons  of  oil  cake  went  to  Java.  A  comparatively 
new  item  of  export  is  vegetable  oils,  of  which  nearly  7,000  tons  were 
shipped,  castor  oil  going  to  London,  and  peanut  and  coconut  oils  to 
Rangoon  and  Singapore.  About  13,000  tons  of  castor  seed  were 
shipped  to  London  for  the  Aircraft  Board.  Lack  of  tonnage  re- 
duced exports  of  hides  and  skins,  cattle,  cotton,  onions,  provisions, 
tea,  and  salt. 

Exports  of  Indian  goods  from  the  port  of  Madras  to  foreign  ports 
were  as  follows:  Skins  (goats,  sheep,  etc.),  501  tons  (1,807,07'2 
pieces) ,  valued  at  $1,841 ,787 ;  hides  (ox,  cow,  buffalo,  etc.) ,  dressed  and 
tanned,  27,549  pieces,  $116,679;  cotton,  1,496  tons,  $645,522;  piece 
goods.  $2,283,964;  peanuts,  $2,132,097;  goat  and  other  skins,  un- 
tanned,  1,265  tons  (1,668,320  pieces),  $1,073,985;  textiles  other  than 
piece  goods,  $72,574;  foods  and  drinks,  $845,760;  fertilizer,  875  tons, 
$22,584;  tobacco,  chemicals,  etc.,  $23,527;  mica,  $228,989;  castor  seed, 
$768,372;  other  oil  seeds,  $119,697;  all  other  articles,  $2,303,029; 
total,  $12,478,566. 

The  foregoing  list  does  not  include  the  large  exports  of  Indian 
produce  (mainly  spices,  tea,  coffee,  and  coconut  products)  from  other 
ports  in  the  Madras  Presidency,  such  as  Cochin,  Coconada,  and  Tuti- 
corin,  statistics  for  which  are  not  available.  Most  foreign  imports 
come  through  Madras,  but  the  export  trade  is  divided  among  several 
ports.  The  total  exports  from  all  ports  of  the  Presidency  to  the 
United  States  in  1917-18  are  stated  in  the  customs  returns  to  be 
valued  at  $2,586,629,  but  the  consulate's  invoice  records  show  that 
many  consignments  of  goods  originating  in  the  Madras  Presidency 
were  in  the  past  year  shipped  from  seaports  outside  the  district,  such 
as  Bombay  and  Calcutta,  being  sent  there  by  rail  to  await  steamers. 
Consequently  the  export  trade  from  this  district  to  the  United  States 
is  larger  than  would  appear  from  the  customs  returns  as  quoted. 
(The  statistics  of  exports  for  the  calendar  year  1917  as  declared 
at  the  Madras  consulate  are  given  in  Commerce  Reports  for  March 
28,  1918.) 

Imports  from  America. 

The  value  of  the  imports  from  the  United  States  into  all  ports 
of  the  Madras  Presidency  in  1917-18  was  $2,716,224.  There  was  an 
increase  in  imports  of  miscellaneous  articles  but  a  reduction  in  im- 
ports of  motor  cars  and  railway  materials.  A  new  feature  was  the 
development  of  trade  with  the  Pacific  coast  of  the  United  States,  the 
imports  from  there  amounting  in  all  to  $439,921,  made  up  as  fol- 
lows: Kerosene  oil,  $339,441;  rubber  tires  and  tubes  for  motor  cars 
and  motor  cycles,  $51,211;  hops,  $12,813;  asphalt,  $8,022;  canned 
and  bottled  provisions,  $7,754;  iron  or  steel,  $3,295;  all  other  arti- 
cles, $17,385. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  articles  im- 
ported from  the  Atlantic  coast  of  the  United  States  into  all  ports  of 
the  Madras  Presidency  during  the  year  ended  March  31,  1918 : 


Articles. 


Arms  and  ammunition 

Boots  and  shoes 

Carriages,  carts,  etc.  (excluding  rail- 
way carriages) 

Clicmicals: 

Acids 

I'otassium  compounds- 
Caustic  soda 

Other 

All  other 

Clocks  and  vvat«hos,  and  parts 

Dnjpsandmodiciucs(cxcludingchem- 
icals  and  narcotics): 

I'roprietary  and  patent  medicines. 

Quinine  sulphate  or  blsulphate 

Another 

Dyeing  and  tanning  substances: 

Anillno 

Other 

Furniture  and  cabinet  ware 

Glass  and  glassware 

Haberdashery  and  apparel 

Hard  ware  (excluding  cutlery  and  elec- 
troplated ware): 

Agricultural  implements 

Builders'  hardware 

Implements  and  tools  (other  than 

agricultural  and  machine) 

Lamps,  metal  and  glass,  and  parts. 

Other 

Instruments,  apparatus,  and   appli- 
ances, and  parts: 
Electrical — 

Fans,  and  parts 

Wires  and  cables 

Lamps,  and  parts 

other 

Musical 

Optical 

Scientific 

Surgical 

Liquors  (including  methylated  and 
perfumed  spirits: 
Spirits  present  in  drugs,  medicines, 

or  chemicals 

Other 

Machinery: 

Electrical  motors 

Rice  and  flour  mill 

Sewing  and  Icnitting,  and  parts. . . 

Typewriters,  and  parts 

Other 

Metals  and  ores: 

Brass,  bronze,  and  similar  amal- 
gams  


Value. 


$4, 866 
61 

3,106 

3,017 

f.9, 3.'>2 

3,039 
7,249 


13, 302 
3,742 
9,640 

24, 277 
12,8Sfi 

5,012 
554 

4,966 


194 
30, 038 

32, 097 
17, 8.55 
84, 677 


2,141 

4,199 

21, 090 

30, 152 

217 

199 

1,594 

3,961 


29,958 
6, 695 

11,355 
30, 371 
57, 216 
40,  711 

58, 061 


970 


Articles. 


Metal  and  ores— Continued. 

Copper 

Iron  or  stool 

Load 

Solder , 

Zinc  or  spelter 

Metals  n.  0.  s , 

Motor  vehicles,  and  parts: 

Cars 

Cycles 

Truciis , 

Parts  and  accessories 

Oils: 

Kerosene 

Lubricating , 

Paints  and  colors 

Painters'  materials 

Paper  and  pasteboard: 
Paper- 
Packing 

Printing 

Writing 

All  other 

Pasteboard,  millboard,  and  card- 

lioard 

Playing  cards 

1  'rini  ing  and  lithographing  machinery 

and  materials 

Provisions  and  oilman's  stores: 

Farinaceous  and  patent  foods 

Milk  and  cream,  condensed  and 

preserved 

Canned  and  bottled  provisions, 

n.  e.  s 

Other 

Railway  rolling  stock:    Locomotive 

cnginas 

Rosin 

Rubber  manufactures: 

Tires  and  tubes  for  motor  vehicles 

Other 

Soap 

Stationery  (excluding  paper) 

Tobacco: 

Unmanufactured 

Manufactured 

Wood  manufactures  (other  than  furni- 
ture and  cabinet  ware) 

All  other  articles 

Total  from  .Vtlantic  coast 

Total  from  Pacific  coast 

Grand  total 


Value. 


J3, 795 

366, 785 

783 

620 

35,353 

2,891 

60,111 
11,792 
4,289 
45, 137 

386, 160 

221,903 

1,862 

2,743 


1,293 

18,954 

881 

16, 478 

19,397 
10, 185 

5,135 

206, 161 

7,437 

6,561 
12,606 

6,992 
2,698 

3,666 
10, 570 

4,866 
18, 155 

2,969 
2,871 

.5,319 

85,154 


2, 276, 303 
439, 921 


2, 716, 224 


Principal  Industries  of  Madras, 

Tlie  i)rincipiil  industries  of  tliis  district  are  the  tannine:  of  hides 
and  skins;  the  manufacture  of  cotton  textiles  on  a  limited  scale; 
the  mining  of  gold  in  Mysore,  of  coal  in  Hyderabad,  and  of  mica 
and  manganese  in  the  Madras  Presidency.  Since  the  outbreak  of  the 
war  the  Madras  Presidency  has  taken  a  foremost  place  in  the  supply- 
ing of  tanned  hides  to  the  British  war  office  for  the  manufacture 
of  army  boots.  The  output  of  this  commodity  in  the  Presidency 
during  the  twelvemonth  was  about  three  times  as  much  as  in  a  pre- 
war year.  Cotton  textile  mills  operated  at  full  capacity,  engaged 
especially  in  the  manufacture  of  khaki  cloth. 

The  total  yield  of  the  four  gold  mines  in  operation  in  the  Ananta- 
pur  gold  field  in  the  calendar  3^ear  11M7  was  20,529  ounces,  valued  at 
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$423,706.  The  number  of  workmen  was  1,768.  The  only  gold  mine  in 
Hyderabad  produced  13,466  ounces  of  bullion,  A'alued  at  $250,834,  the 
amount  of  ore  crushed  being  23,330  tons  and  of  sand  cyanided, 
32,750  tons.  Five  mines  in  the  Kolar  gold  field  in  Mysore  produced 
491,246  ounces  of  gold,  valued  at  $10,137,117.  The  average  number 
of  persons  employed  was  24,542.  The  total  output  of  the  Hyderabad 
collieries  in  the  year  1917  was  674,556  tons,  and  the  number  of  per- 
sons employed  in  the  mines  Avas  11,357.  Production  of  manganese 
for  export  was  active,  and  mica  was  in  demand. 

Factory  Conditions. 

The  report  on  the  w^orking  of  the  Indian  Factories  Act  in  the 
Madras  Presidency  for  the  year  1917  states  that  six  factories  were 
removed  from  the  register  at  the  end  of  1916  and  that  38  new  fac- 
tories were  added  during  1917.  This  brought  the  total  to  492,  The 
additional  factories  registered  comprise  13  rice  mills,  1  weaving  fac- 
tory, 2  breweries,  3  sugar  Avorks,  2  printing  presses,  1  binding  factory, 
2  sawmills,  3  tile  works,  1  tannery,  9  ginning  factories,  and  1  en- 
gineering works.  Of  the  492  factories,  24  were  removed  from  the 
register  at  the  close  of  the  year  1917-18,  14  because  they  were  dis- 
mantled and  the  machinery  had  been  removed,  7  because  they  had 
been  closed  for  more  than  two  years,  and  3  because  they  employed 
less  than  50  persons.  There  were  thus  468  factories  on  the  register 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  1918. 

The  perennial  and  seasonal  factories  numbered  331  and  161  re- 
spectively. Of  these,  18  perennial  and  144  seasonal  factories  were 
connected  with  the  cotton  industry.  Thirty-three  factories  Vv^ere 
closed  throughout  the  year,  leaving  459  in  commission,  as  against  440 
in  the  j'ear  1916.  Certain  factories  were  exempted  by  the  local 
gOA^ernment  from  the  provisions  of  some  sections  of  the  act  to  meet 
Avar  requirements.  The  av'erage  daily  number  of  operatives  was  95,- 
920,  against  91,415  in  1916.  or  an  increase  of  4,505  during  the  year. 
Of  these,  6,693  Avere  employed  in  Government  and  local-fund  fac- 
tories, and  the  rest  in  private  factories;  23,854  Avere  employed  in 
cotton  spinning  and  Aveaving  mills,  and  2,594  in  jute  spinning  and 
Aveaving  mills.  The  average  number  of  children  employed  Avas 
7,274.    ^ 

Daily  Avages  paid  to  skilled  and  unskilled  factory  operatives  aver- 
aged about  as  folloAvs  in  United  States  currency:  Blacksmith,  23 
cents;  fitter,  29  cents;  carpenter,  22  cents;  bricklayer,  21  cents; 
mason,  20  cents;  AveaA'er,  18  cents;  spinner,  15  cents;  engine  driver,  39 
cents;  fireman,  15  cents;  messenger,  8  cents;  and  coolie,  11  cents. 

The  folloAving  is  an  extract  from  the  factories  report: 

There  lias  been  no  increase  in  the  average  rate  of  Avages  of  skilled  and  un- 
skilled labor  employed  in  factories  generally  in  the  Presidency  diu'ing  the 
year  1917,  as  compared  with  the  ^\'ages  for  191G.  Owing  to  the  war  condi- 
tions, some  factories  have  stopped  Avork  and  some  others  are  working  inter- 
mittently, with  the  result  that  there  is  not  a  steady  demand  for  factory  labor. 
The  occurrence  in  two  districts  of  strikes  for  higher  wages  indicates  that  there 
is  some  unrest  among  factory  hands. 

On  comparing  the  wages  paid  to  factory  operatives  in  the  district  selected 
Avith  those  commanded  by  outside  labor  in  the  same  district,  it  is  found  that 
the  wages  of  skilled  labor  outside  factories  are  considerably  higher  than  those 
pre\'ailing  inside  factories. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  Avages  of  the  ordinary  coolie  employed  in  factories 
in  the  district  selected  for  comparison  have  slightly  risen;  but  this  does  not 
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establish  the  fact  that  factory  work  is  attracting  labor  from  agriculture;  fac- 
tory owners  are  still  experiencing  difficulty  in  securing  sufficient  unskilled 
labor  during  the  agricultural  seasons. 

There  were  two  strii<es  of  short  duration  during  the  year;  one  of  tliese  was 
in  a  textile  factory  in  the  Coinibatore  district  and  the  other  was  in  an  en- 
gineering works  in  the  Godaveri  district.  Both  were  for  higher  wages.  The 
former  was  settled  by  compromise,  and  the  hitter  collapsed  after  a  few  days, 
the  workmen  resuming  work  unconditionally. 

Railway  Systems — Finances. 

At  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  March  31,  1918,  the  total  mileage  of 
the  Madras  &  Southern  Miihratta  Railway  was  3,148,  of  which  1,0G3 
miles  were  broad-gaiio^e  and  2,0S5  miles  meter-gauge.  The  total  roll- 
ing stock  on  hand  at  the  end  of  JNIarch  consisted  of  5C2  engines,  2,2l)-2 
passenger  vehicles  (including  brake  vans),  10,G53  open  and  covered 
goods  "wagons,  278  timber  and  bolster  trucks,  and  3sl  miscellaneous 
wagons.  The  total  number  of  employees  Avas  47,587,  and  the  aggre- 
gate earnings  of  the  company  for  the  year  were  $18,519,574.  American 
flares  and  derails  are  used  by  the  railway.  An  extension  under  con- 
struction is  a  forest  railway  from  Alnawar  to  Dandeli,  a  distance  of 
19  miles,  which  will  be  opened  to  traffic  in  1918-19.  The  remodeling 
of  the  yard  at  Bezwada  and  the  construction  of  new  central  offices 
in  Madras  are  in  hand. 

The  Nizam's  Guaranteed  State  Eaihvay,  which  serves  a  large 
native  state  of  Hyderabad,  had  900  miles  of  completed  track  at  the 
end  of  March,  1918.  All  construction  was  stopped  during  the  war. 
The  total  number  of  employees  was  12,285,  and  the  earnings  of  the 
company  were  $3,970,138. 

According  to  the  revised  estimates  for  the  fiscal  3'ear  1917-18  the 
Presidencv's  financial  position  was  as  follows:  Opening  balance, 
$4,943,715";  receipts,  $26,893,901;  expenditures,  $25,557,5G0;  closing 
balance,  $G,280,056.  The  chief  sources  of  revenue  were  land,  $11,- 
487,8G0;  excise,  $6,556,798;  stamps,  $2,514,358;  forests,  $1,734,096; 
income  tax,  $1,232,198;  and  registrations,  $807,839.  Agriculture  dur- 
ing the  year  was  generally  satisfactory,  the  monsoon  being  favorable. 
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